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MANKATO ROTARY CLUB MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, November 25, 2009

Old Main Village
Mankato, MN

WELCOME: The meeting was called to order at 12:20 PM by Luke Robinson.
Those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Bill Anderson gave the invo-
cation. Dick Kakeldey led members in reciting the Four-Way test.

GUESTS: Lt. Col. Joel Stephenson, guest of Sal Frederick.

VISITING ROTARIANS: Phyllis Votca, from North Mankato Club.

BIRTHDAYS: Mark Piepho, Nov. 28

HAPPY DOLLARS: Happy Dollars were donated to the Holiday Sharing Tree.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
The Christmas party is Wednesday, December 9, starting at 6:00.

The Service Above Self award committee is seeking nominations for this year’s
award. Please contact Gordon Gibbs with nominations. The banquet will
take place on January 20 at the Best Western.

The Salvation Army bell ringing schedule for our club is December 8-10. We will
be at the Cub Foods East location. Sign up sheets will be available at club
luncheons.

PROGRAM:

Doug Johnson spoke about the Rotary Foundation, and its tremendous im-
portance in allowing Rotary to fulfill its mission.

‘For the purpose of doing

good in the world’

By Susan Hanf
Rotary International News -- 25 November 2009

Arch C. Klumph is best known as the father of The
Rotary Foundation. Rotary Images

For a man best known as the father of The Rotary Foundation, Arch C. Klumph was mod-
est about his role in its creation. In 1928, he listed three accomplishments that gave him
"more satisfaction than any other contributions to Rotary"” -- and launching the Founda-
tion wasn't among them.Instead, he emphasized his role in writing Rotary's constitution in
1915, which he asserted "gave Rotary International its first centralized power and made
all the Objects and fundamentals of Rotary universal.” He also took pride in establishing
attendance reports and in being the first to insist upon founding a European branch office
of Rotary International.

Klumph was born in the small town of Conneautville, Pennsylvania, USA, in 1869. When
he was a child, his family moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where he would later become a mem-
ber of the Rotary Club of Cleveland. In 1914, he was elected a director of the International
Association of Rotary Clubs and served on the Constitution and By-laws Committee and
the Executive Committee. He was elected Rotary's sixth president in 1916, five years after
he became a Rotarian.

Near the end of his term as president, at the 1917 international convention in Atlanta,
Georgia, Klumph reminded Rotarians that "Rotary is at the present time entering a new
era, demanding improved methods in administrative machinery, with which to carry out
the splendid principles which have been laid down heretofore." He defined six points of
action, including an endowment, which would later become The Rotary Foundation:
"Carrying on, as we are, a miscellaneous community service, it seems eminently proper
that we should accept endowments for the purpose of doing good in the world, in charita-
ble, educational or other avenues of community progress, or such funds could be well
used for extension work."

Through Klumph's simple yet profound statement, the Rotary Endowment Fund was
born. The first contribution was made by the Rotary Club of Kansas City in 1918. By 1928,
when the RI Bylaws were amended to change the name to The Rotary Foundation, the en-
dowment fund had grown to over $5,000.

In 1929, the Foundation made its first grant: $500 to the International Society for Crip-
pled Children, as requested by the donor, Rotary founder Paul P. Harris.

Read more at the History of The Rotary Foundation and History of Rotary International
pages on the Rotary International Website.




