Upcoming Programs

Mar. 24: Public School & HR Challenges—
Gordon Gibbs

Mar. 31: LEEP—Becky Kunst

Apr. 7: Hospice Care—Stephanie Loeffler

Apr. 8-10: District Conference, here in
Mankato.

Apr. 14: Mankato Marathon—Anna Thill

Apr. 21: Rotary Book Delivery to Schools

Apr. 28: Lutheran Social Services—Julie
Zachariason

Of the things we think, say, ordo. ..
First—Is it the Truth?
Second—ls it Fair to all concerned?
Third—Will it Build Goodwill and Better Friendships?
Fourth—Will it be Beneficial to all concerned?

Rotary Websites

www.mankatorotary.org
District: www.rotary5960.org
International: www.rotary.org

" /Connected,
' Informed,
Inspired
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Did you know that
you can learn great
new things about
Rotary and other re-
lated topics on-line,
and receive make-up
credit if you missed
a meeting?

Log on to our web-
site and look to the
lower left of our
home page for the
“Rotary Club One”’
icon shown above.

You may contribute
to the on-line club if
you desire.

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
IS IN YOUR HANDS
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Thursday, April 8
Leadership Dinner

Special Guests: Past District Governor Terry and Mike Mueller,

Rotary District 6440, lllinois

Friday, April 9

Annual Meeting

Plenary Sessions and Breakouts
House of Friendship

Wine Tasting

Entertainment by Diamondhead

Saturday, April 10

Plenary Sessions and Breakouts

House of Friendship

Annual Presentation by Youth Exchange Students

Check out the New Opportunity Gallery with picture boards
from the clubs showing Service Above Self in action!

Register on line by going to:

http://www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=429&pMenuTop=298

How Rotarians can best help Haiti
By Arnold R. Grahl
Rotary International News -- 5 March 2010

RI President John Kenny, who visited Haiti in late Febru-

quake relief team coordlnatmg aid to the nation. "What they o
are basically saying is, ‘What we need is money, so they can buy Iocally the |mplements
that are needed to help the reconstruction,” Kenny said.

More than 250,000 people are estimated to have died in the 12 January earthquake
and aftershocks in Port-au-Prince, with another million homeless. Kenny said he felt it
was important to visit Haiti "to show that Rotarians worldwide care about the plight of
their fellow human beings, many of whom have lost everything." He found that the de-
struction was even greater than he had expected.

"When you see it on television, it's one thing," he said. "But to actually be there and
see some of these buildings the way they are and to know that there are people under-
neath that rubble -- the sheer magnitude you can't quite capture in film."

Accompanying Kenny on his 23 February trip were Past Rl Vice President Roberto
Valentin; Rotarian Charles Adams, who is coordinating a disaster relief committee in the
neighboring Dominican Republic; and Ramiro Sanchez Melo, governor of District 4060
(Dominican Republic). Past Rl Director Barry Rassin and Past District Governor Rich-
ard McCombe also made a trip to Port-au-Prince earlier in the month to meet with Ro-
tary leaders involved in relief work. Both are involved with organizing the aid effort in
District 7020, which covers Haiti along with 10 other Caribbean nations and areas.

In addition to money, the district is asking for large tents that can serve as classrooms,
recreation areas, community centers, or therapy shelters. Nearly all of the schools in
the capital were destroyed by the earthquake.

Medical supplies and equipment, classroom materials, and agricultural tools are also
needed. While food, water, and temporary shelter remain important, a report by District
7020 leaders notes that work needs to begin on sustainable housing to provide jobs,
shelter, and an infrastructure to support residents. Relief workers are also being cau-
tious about handing out free food and water because a substantial part of the economy
is based on small farms and businesses, and street vendors who sell produce and other
staples. Too many free items can put single-family businesses in trouble and trigger a
downward economic spiral.

"The best form of aid that Rotarians can now give is cash to the Rotarians in District
7020 so that it can be used to purchase supplies of food and materials locally, protect-
ing the local economy,” Kenny said. The Rl president added that Rotarians must now
help in the medium- and long-term recovery, which Rotary is set up to do well.

Rotarian Claude Surena, head of the Haiti Task Force and president of the Haitian
Medical Association, is representing District 7020 on the government's Post Disaster
National Assistance Committee, focused on long-term recovery.

"The road to reconstruction will be a long one,” Kenny said. "But | know that Rotari-
ans will continue to play an effective part all the way."

For more information and the complete article, go to www.rotary.org




